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A1 English, Westminster Academy
(Key: H-Higher level; S- Standard level; PWL- Prescribed World literature; PBL- prescribed book list)

	Component
	Requirements
	Suggested teaching time
	Assessment and deadlines
	Internal /external assessment?
	% of Final grade
	Text choice 2010 – 2012  

	Part 1: 

World literature

(3 texts)


	All 3 texts studied in translation  

Must be chosen  from PWL.
	1st year – Terms 3 - 5


	H and S: Longer WL essay (1500 words) – Draft 1 – 02/07/10
H: Shorter essay/creative assignment 06/09/10

Deadline: TBC
	External 
	20%
	Thematic link: Crime
· Therèse Raquin, Zola [French, FRANCE] – Pre 1900 Prose

· Chronicle of a Death Foretold, Marquez [Spanish, COLUMBIA]
· Broken April, Kadare [Albanian, ALBANIA]

	Part 2: 

Detailed study 

4 texts (H),

 3 texts (S)


	Must be chosen from the PBL

One Shakespeare text compulsory 

Each text must be from a different genre


	Year 1, Term 6,

Year 2, Term 1 and 2
	Oral commentary

(40 lines from one of the part 2 texts, not known in advance by students)

Deadline: TBC 
	Internal 

Moderated externally
	15%
	S and H:

· July’s people, Gordimer, (Prose) [ENGLISH; SOUTH AFRICAN]

· Hamlet / King Lear, Shakespeare, (Play)

· Collected poetry, Plath/Hughes,  (Poetry) [SL: 12 – 15 poems; HL: 15 – 20 poems] – [Britain]

H only:

· I know why a cage bird sings, Maya Angelou (Non-Fiction)  [USA]

	Part 3: 

Groups of works 

4 texts (H),

2 texts (S)
	Must choose ONE genre

Texts chosen from PBL

Must include one WL text
	Close to final assessment – Year 2 Terms 3 - 5


	Written exam 2hrs (H)

1.5 hrs (S)

Deadline: May (second year; at the end of the course)
	External
	25%
	Genre choice: DRAMA

S and H:

· The Sea, Bond

· The Cherry Orchard, Checkov {Russian]
· A Streetcar Named Desire, Williams [English, USA]
H only:

· TBC 

	Part 4: 

School’s free choice

4 texts (H), 2 texts (S)
	· Chosen freely

· 4 different authors

· Must include one WL text
	1st year

Final:

TBC

	In –class presentation 

Deadline:  TBC recommended 1st year
	Internal 

Moderated externally 
	15%
	SL and HL students:

· If this is a man, Levi [Italian; Italy]

· The World’s Wife, Duffy  

· The Wasp Factory, Banks

HL only:

· Habeas Corpus; Bennett

	Paper 1
	· Unseen Commentary
	2nd year
	· SL – 1h 30

· HL – 2h
	
	25%
	


German A1 HL – International Baccalaureate
Course Description

This course is designed for fifteen texts; this includes five texts in the World Literature element of the course.  To be successful in this rewarding and intellectually stimulating class students must demonstrate their ability to express ideas with coherence, clarity, precision, and fluency in both written and oral communication and engage in independent literary criticism of known and unfamiliar works from their own and other cultures.  During this course, students are actively encouraged and equipped to develop their insight into social, psychological, historical and global perspectives in literature.

Topics

The choice of A1 texts unfolds in four parts as follows:

Part 1 World Literature: three works chosen from the prescribed World Literature List, linked by one or more aspects like culture, genre, period, theme etc.

Part 2 Detailed Study: Four German works from the IBO Prescribed Book List

Part 3 Groups of Works: Three German works and one World Literature text from the same genre category, each by a different author.

Part 4 School’s Free Choice: Three German works and one World Literature work, which is linked to the German texts by aspects like culture, theme or genre.  Each work must be by a different author.  Proposed works for this part: German literature: Stefan Zweig, Schachnovelle; Paul Celan, Gedichte; Jurek Becker, Jakob der Lugner.  World Literature: Primo Levi, Auschwitz-Erinnerungen.

Assessment

The five separate assessments of this course focuses on both written and oral skills and allows students to demonstrate their in-depth knowledge and capacity for literary analysis.

Coursework (20% of overall marks)

Students produce a 1,500 word essay plus an additional assignment on works from the Prescribed World Literature List.  These works must be originally written in a language other than German.
Oral exams (30% of overall marks)

Four texts from different genres, chosen from part 2 of the Prescribed Book List, assessed via an individual oral commentary.

One text from the Prescribed World Literature List plus three texts are chosen freely.

Students give an individual oral presentation.

Final written examinations (50% of overall marks):
Paper 1 (25% of overall marks)

Unseen commentary, part of the final examination

Paper 2 (25% of overall marks)

An essay produced under exam conditions on one freely chosen World Literature text plus three German texts chosen from Part 3 of the Prescribed Book List, linked by genre.

Continued...
Resources

Texts:

For free choice element of the course:

Stefan Zweig, Schachnovelle.

Paul Celan, Gedichte.


Jurek Becker, Jakob der Lugner.

Primo Levi, Auschwitz-Erinnerungen.

Literary Criticism:

Eduard von Tunk, Illustrierte Weltliteraturgeschichte.  To be ordered as used book from Amazon.

Franz Becker, Abiwissen Kompakt.  Deutsch.  Literaturgeschichte/Epochen.  Klett Verlag.

Mario Leis, kreatives Schreiben.  Literaturwissen fuer Schueler.  111 Ubungen.  Lernmaterialeien.

Thomas Anz, Rainer Baasner, Literaturkritik.  Geschichte – Theorie – Praxis.  Beck Verlag.

Reinhard Lindenhahn et al, Arbeitschefte zur Literaturgeschichte, Expressionismus.  Cornelsen Veriag.

Interpretationen: Dramen des Sturm und Drang (Lernmaterialien). Reclam Verlag.

Subscriptions:

Satellite TV (Germany), for accessing ZDF, ARD, ORF stations (including recording service).

Deutsche Vierteljahrsschrift fur Literaturwissenschaft. J.B. Metzler’sche Verlagsbuchhandlung (4 issues per annum).
Sprache und Literatur. F. Schoningh Verlag. (4 issues per annum)

Regular field trips:
Goethe Institute London (Library, Talks, Cinema)

German A1 SL – International Baccalaureate

Course Description

All in all, eleven texts are studied; this includes five texts in the world Literature element of the course. To be successful in this class students must demonstrate their ability to express ideas with coherence, clarity, precision, and fluency in both written and oral communication, engage in independent comparative literary criticism of known and unfamiliar works.  This course will introduce students to works from their own and other cultures.  During their two-year studies, students will be actively encouraged and equipped to develop their insight into social, psychological, historical and global perspectives in literature.

Topics

The choice of A1 texts unfolds in four parts as follows:

Part 1 World Literature: three works chosen from the prescribed World Literature List, linked by one or more aspect like culture, genre, period, theme etc.
Part 2 Detailed Study: Two German works from the IBO Prescribed Book List

Part 3 Groups of Works: Two German works from the Prescribed Book List for German and one World Literature text from the same genre category, each by a different author.

Part 4 School’s Free Choice: Three German works and one World Literature work, which is linked to the German texts by aspects like culture, theme or genre.  Each work must be by a different author.  Proposed works for this part: German literature: Stefan Zweig, Schachnovelle; Paul Celan, Gedichte; Jurek Becker, Jakob der Lugner.  World Literature: Primo Levi, Auschwitz-Erinnerungen.

Assessment

The five separate assessments of this course focuses on both written and oral skills, and allows students to demonstrate their in-depth knowledge and capacity for literary analysis.

Coursework (20% of overall marks)

Students produce a 1500 word essay on works from the Prescribed World Literature List.  These works must be originally written in a language other than German.

Oral exams (30% of overall marks)

Two texts from different genres, chosen from part 2 of the Prescribed Book List for German, assessed via an individual oral commentary.

One text from the Prescribed World Literature List plus two texts are chosen freely.
Students give an individual oral presentation.

Final written examination:

Paper 1 (25% of overall marks)

Unseen commentary, part of the final examination

Paper 2 (25% of overall marks)

An essay produced under exam conditions on one freely chosen World Literature text plus two German texts chosen from Part 3 of the Prescribed Book List, linked by genre.

Continued …..

Resources

Texts:
IBO Prescribed World Literature List and Prescribed Book List for German (available solely from IBO, to be purchased and chosen works bought as part of joining-up process).

For free choice element of the course:

Stefan Zweig, Schachnovelle.

Paul Celan, Gedichte.

Jurek Becker, Jakob der Lugner.

Primo Levi, Auschwitz-Erinnerungen.
Subscriptions:

Satellite TV (Germany), for accessing ZDF, ARD, ORF stations (including recording service).

Regular field trips:
Goethe Institute London (Library, Talks, Cinema)

German Historical Institute London (Library, Talks)

Institute of Germanic Studies, University of London (Library, Talks)

Leo Baeck Institute London (Library, Talks)
Wiener Library, London (Library, Talks)

British Library, London

PEN Club Archive, London

Imperial War Museum, London, Department of Documents

Occasional field trips:
Centre for German-Jewish Studies, University of Sussex

Mass Observation Archive, University of Sussex

Imperial War Museum Duxford, Department of Documents

German A2 HL – International Baccalaureate
Course Description

This stimulating and well-balanced course is meant for highly proficient or indeed bilingual students, who have a very high level of competence in German.  A2 HL consists of four modules, with one compulsory literary module (three works of merit), and a choice of further compulsory modules, ‘Language and Culture’ and ‘Media and Culture’.  However, further options include ‘Social Studies’, ‘Global Studies’ and ‘Future Studies’.  A German A2 HL programme could include two literary and two cultural options.  This course offers a unique opportunity to study topics as global issues such as poverty, the role of the media and language issues like bilingualism.  Students are assessed internally through an interactive and an individual oral, and externally through coursework and written examination.  

Topics

Literary Comparison and Criticism (three works - one module; one compulsory literary module)

Media and Culture (in-depth analysis of linguistic register in print media and audio-visual media)

Language and Culture (youth culture versus ‘established’ culture: misunderstanding, chances, the origins of a new language between generations?)

Future Studies (German-speaking countries and the debate on ecology and sustainable living)

Social Studies (fairness and equality issues and the East-West divide in Germany, stereotypes and long-term change of perceptions of inequality)

Global Studies (use of natural resources, global warming, North-South divide, the role of the UN, the threat of war and terrorism, reducing poverty, educational challenges).

Assessment

Internal Assessment

Individual oral (externally moderated) 15% of overall marks

(commentary from an unseen passage from one of the set texts)

Interactive oral 15% of overall marks

Free choice of presentation, speech in a debate, participation in a discussion of a topic or book.

External Assessment

Written coursework 20% of overall marks

Two imaginative or transactional texts accompanied by students’ observations and comments.  One of these must be on a literary text, the other on a topic (15,000 words max each).
Examination

Paper 1 comparative commentary 25% of overall marks

Paper 2 Essay 25% of overall marks

There are three criteria that govern assessment in A2 German HL and SL: Task specific descriptors as, for instance, quality of ideas, understanding and comparison and orals;  presentation of essays and commentaries in a structured, logical and coherent manner, and linguistic performance (near-native speaker levels).
Resources

Textbooks (all new acquisitions):

Brennpunkt.

Zeitgeit and Zeitgeist Grammar Book.

Friedrich Durrenmatt, Die Physiker.

Alfred Andersch, Sansibar oder der letzte Grund.

Rolf Hochhut, Der Stellvertreter.

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, Die Leiden des jungen Werther.

Christa Wolf, Kein Ort Nirgends.

Berthold Brecht, Der aufhaltsame Aufstieg des Arturo Ui.
Ingeborg Bachmann, Gedichte.

Gottfried Benn, Gesammelte Werke.

Max Frisch, Andorra.

Heinrich Boll, Wo warst du, Adam?

Subscriptions:

Satellite TV to access Spiegel TV and German terrestrial channels ZDF, ARD, ORF

Plus recording facilities.

Der Spiegel, weekly news magazine.

Frankfurter Allgemeine Sonntagszeitung, weekly newspaper.

Regular fieldtrips: (no costs involved other than transport)

Goethe Institute London (Library, Cinema, Talks)

German Historical Institute London (Library, Talks)

Institute of Germanic Studies, University of London (Library, Talks by German-speaking authors)

German A2 SL – International Baccalaureate

Course Description

The course is intended for a fluent speaker and almost bilingual reader and writer of German, who may not intend to study the language beyond the IB Diploma programme. It is a stimulating and well-balanced course, which consists of three modules, with one compulsory literary module (three works of merit), and a choice of further compulsory ‘Language and Culture’ and ‘Media and Culture’.
Moreover, further options include ‘Social Studies’, ‘Global Studies’ and ‘Future Studies’. A German A2 SL programme could include two literary and two cultural options, or indeed three topic-based modules with one literary module. This course offers a unique opportunity to study topics on global issues such as poverty, the role of the media and language issues like bilingualism. Students are assessed internally through an interactive and an individual oral, and externally through coursework and written examination.

Topics 
Literary Comparison and Criticism (three works - one module; one compulsory literary module)

Media and culture (in-depth analysis of linguistic register in print media and audiovisual media)

Language and Culture (youth culture versus ‘established’ culture: misunderstanding, chances, the origins of a new language between generations?)
Future Studies (German-speaking countries and the debate on ecology and sustainable living)

Social Studies (fairness and equality issues and the East-West divide in Germany, stereotypes and long-term change of perceptions of inequality)

Global Studies (use of natural resources, global warming, North-south divide, the role of the UN, the threat of war and terrorism, reducing poverty, educational challenges)

Assessment

Internal Assessment

Individual oral (externally moderated) 15 % of overall marks

(commentary from an unseen passage from one of the set texts)

Interactive oral 15 % of overall marks

Free choice of presentation, speech in a debate, participation in a discussion of a topic or book

External Assessment

Written coursework 20 % of overall marks
Two imaginative or transactional texts accompanied by students’ observations and comments. One of these must be on a literary text, one on a topic.

(15,000 words maximum each)

Examination
Paper 1 comparative commentary 25 % of overall marks

Paper 2 Essay 25 % of overall marks

Continued ....

Resources 
Textbooks (all new acquisitions):
Brennpunkt.

Zeitgeit and Zeitgeist Grammar Book.

Friedrich DÜrrenmatt, Die Physiker.

Alfred Andersch, Sansibar oder der Ietzte Grund.

Rolf Hochhut, Der Stellvertreter.

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, Die Leiden des jungen Werther.

Christa Wolf, Kein Ort Nirgends.

Berthold Brecht, Der aufhaltsame Aufstieg des Arturo Ui.

Ingeborg Bachmann, Gedichte.

Gottfried Benn, Gesammelte Werke.

Max Frisch Andorra.

Heinrich Böll, Wo warst du, Adam?.

Subscriptions:

Satellite TV to access Spiegel TV and German terrestrial channels ZDF, ARD, ORF 

Plus recording facilities.

Der Spiegel, weekly news magazine.

Frankfurter Allgemeine Sonntagszeitung, weekly newspaper.

Regular fieldtrips: (no costs involved other than transport)

Goethe Institute London (Library, Cinema, Talks)

German Historical Institute London (Library, Talks)
Institute of Germanic Studies, University of London (Library, Talks by German speaking authors)
Group 2
Arabic, Bengali, French Italian, Spanish, B SL and HL – 
International Baccalaureate

Course Description

The programme is communicative with an emphasis of on language acquisition and usage.

Aims

The aims of the Language B programme are to:

· Develop knowledge and awareness of the culture and civilisation of the countries where the language is spoken.

· Develop the ability to communicate fluently in a range of contexts and for a variety of purposes in the spoken and written language.

· Develop the ability to adapt language for different audiences and express ideas with clarity and fluency.

· Deepen understanding of grammar to enable effective communication

· Encourage an awareness and appreciation of the different perspectives of people from other cultures and to develop students’ ability to make comparisons and links with other languages and cultures with which they are familiar

· Provide the opportunity for enjoyment, creativity and intellectual stimulation through the knowledge of a language
· Expand students’ cognitive and analytical abilities

· Provide students with a basis for further study, work and leisure through languages.

Equal emphasis is given to the four skill areas of speaking, listening, reading and writing.  Communication is primarily through the target language.  The four skills are integrated as far as possible through the study of a range of topics using authentic material through magazine and newspaper articles, TV, film, literature, Email, web sites and native speakers as well as published course materials.

This is an Intermediate level course for students studying a second or foreign language with the Higher Level as an upper Intermediate course.  There is a clear distinction in terms of difficulty, between Standard and Higher levels.  Standard level can be considered as a natural progression from GCSE.  A grade B, or better is a requirement of the Standard Level course.  Higher level allows for more in-depth study, using more complex texts and encountering more testing concepts.  An A grade, or better is required to study at Higher Level.  A student who is determined to work independently and consistently at the language will find these courses challenging and rewarding.

Regular conversation sessions will form part of the course.  IB students should participate in study trips to the target language country run by the Academy.

Topics

The syllabus will explore a range of topics and themes including:

· Family and relationships, youth, third age, rights and responsibilities, crime and punishment
· Leisure trends and the Arts

· Education and training

· Mass media, science and technology

· The Environment, pollution, energy, conservation, tourism, transport and future trends

· Society including: racism, discrimination, the homeless, immigration, multiculturalism, jobs and careers, equal opportunities and gender issues, unemployment,

· The target language community in a European and world context, distribution of wealth, health issues, future possibilities

Topics may vary depending on students’ interests and on current affairs and politics.  Higher Level students will also be expected to study some literary extracts or text.
Assessment

Oral Assessed internally but moderated externally


30%

Students will be assessed on 2 oral activities:

Individual Oral 10-12 mins





15%

A presentation chosen by the candidate with follow-up questions and a general discussion

Interactive Oral Activity






15%

        Based on group work in class.  Candidates are awarded individual marks for their performances and submit the best one at the end of the course.  Tasks could include debate, presentation, role-play or discussion.

Written Examination

Paper 1   Text handling






40%

Reading



30% SL




27% HL

Questions will be based on a number of written texts related to the course themes and are of varied length, register, style, topic and level of difficulty.  Exercises will include multiple choice, true/false, gap filling, sentence completion and short answers.  All answers are written in the target language.

Written response

10% SL





13% HL

A short writing exercise in response to a written text.  At Higher Level the text may be literary in nature.

Paper 2 Written Production 





30%

Externally set and externally assessed.

There is a choice of written task.  Students are required to complete one task (250 words at SL /400 words at HL).  The written task will be varied and may include essays, reports, letters etc.  There will be at least one literary option for Higher Level students.  All work is written in the target language. 
Resources

Text books, magazines, newspapers, television, radio, Internet, ‘Authentik’ magazines, cassettes + ‘Digital’ online resources, DVD, film, music, and literature (HL).

Conversation classes and school journeys abroad.


German B HL – International Baccalaureate

Course Description

This course is intended for students who have experienced two to five years’ of learning German, and want to major in German in their future university course.  This course will give students with a grade A or A* at GCSE German the opportunity to build on their previous experience and reach a high level of competence in all four communication skills.  In addition, students are going to explore the culture, political landscape and contemporary issues in German-speaking countries.  Material used consists of a wide range of texts from news reports, reviews, pamphlets and similar communicative material as well as a choice of literary texts.
Although the texts are grouped around issues of social strata, international affairs, the media, arts, leisure and new technologies, B HL students will benefit from the flexible nature of a course without a prescribed text list.  This enables the teacher to tailor the course contents to some degree to the specific requirements of the group.  Assessment will be in the shape of two written papers and a two-part oral activity based on the studied topics.

Topics

Political Institutions

Social Groupings

The Media

The Arts

Leisure Activities

New Technologies

International Issues

Literary texts in comparison and relation to contemporary and/or historical German issues.

Assessment

Three criteria are used to assess both written and oral production: 1) Language (grammatical accuracy, vocabulary range), 2) Cultural Awareness (understanding cultural conventions of the target language) and 3) Task/Message (quality of the written content).  Each criterion is marked out of ten, resulting in a top mark of 30.  At both levels, the written component is assessed externally, and the oral component is assessed internally.  Written papers are all set and to be answered in German, with no dictionaries allowed.
Written exams:

Paper 1 (Text handling): Questions on written texts (27% of overall marks)

                                            Short written response (13% of overall marks)

Paper 2 (Written Response): One writing task from a choice of 6 (400 words) 30% of overall                                             


Marks

Oral:

Individual oral of 10-12 minutes: a presentation chosen by the candidate, follow-up questions and a general discussion (15% of overall marks)

Interactive oral based on group work in class in the second year and tasks can include debate, presentation, role-play or discussion.  Candidates are awarded individual marks for their performances and submit the best one at the end. (15% of overall marks)

Resources

Textbooks (all new acquisitions):

Brennpunkt. 

Zeitgeist and Zeitgeist Grammar Book and Audio-Tapes.
Alfred Andersch, Sansibar oder der letzie Grund.

Berthold Brecht, Mutter Courage.

Ulrich Plenzdorf, Die Leiden des jungen W.

Subscriptions:

Magazines: Der Spiegel.

Newspapers: Frankfurter Allegemeine Sonntagszeitung.

The Internet.

Regular field trips:
Goethe Institute London, Library, Cinema and Talks

German B SL – International Baccalaureate

Course Description

This course is intended for students who have experienced two to five years’ of learning German, and may not wish to continue studying the language beyond the IB diploma programme.  This course will give students with a grade A-C at GCSE German the opportunity to build on their previous experience and reach a high level of competence in all four communicative language skills.  In addition, students are going to explore the culture, political landscape and contemporary issues in German-speaking countries.  Material used consists of a wide range of texts from news reports and reviews to pamphlets and similar communicative material.

Although the texts are grouped around issues of social strata, international affairs, the media, arts, leisure and new technologies, B SL students will benefit from the flexible nature of a course without a prescribed text list.  This enables the teacher to tailor the course contents to some degree to the specific requirements of the group.  Assessment will be in the shape of two written papers and a two-part oral activity based on the studied topics.

Topics

Political Institutions

Social Groupings

The Media

The Arts

Leisure Activities

New Technologies

International Issues

Additional course component: Literary texts in comparison and relation to contemporary and/or historical German issues.

Assessment

Three criteria are used to assess both written and oral production: 1) Language (grammatical accuracy, vocabulary range), 2) Cultural Awareness (understanding cultural conventions of the target language) and 3) Task/Message (quality of the written content).  Each criterion is marked out of ten, resulting in a top mark of 30.  At both levels, the written component is assessed externally, and the oral component is assessed internally.  Written papers are all set and to be answered in German, with no dictionaries allowed.  Overall pass rate at B Standard level is about 50%.

Written exams:
Paper 1 (Text Handling): Questions on written texts (30% of overall marks)
                                             Short written response (10% of overall marks)

Paper 2 (Written Response): One writing task from a choice of 4 (250 words) 30%

                                                    Of overall marks

Oral:

Individual oral of 10-12 minutes: a presentation chosen by the candidate, follow-up questions and a general discussion (15% of overall marks)

Interactive oral based on group work in class in the second year and tasks can include debate, presentation, role-play or discussion.  Candidates are awarded individual marks for their performances and submit the best one at the end. (15% of overall marks)

Continued...
Resources
Textbooks (all new acquisitions):

Brennpunkt.

Zeitgeist and Zeitgeist Grammar Book and Audio-Tapes.

Berthold Brecht, Mutter Courage.

Subscriptions:

Magazines: Der Spiegel.

Newspapers: Frankfurter Allegemeine Sonntagszeitung.

The Internet.

Regular field trips:

Goethe Institute London, Library, Cinema and Talks

Arabic/Bengali/French/Italian/Russian/Spanish/Ab Initio 
Course Description

The Ab Initio is a foreign language learning programme designed to be studied over two years at a subsidiary level by students with no prior experience of learning the target language.  It is suitable for students who wish to take up a second language as well as students who wish to study a language for the first time.
The Aims of the Ab Initio language programme are:

· To develop students’ ability to communicate in speech and in writing in order to enable them to deal adequately with familiar and practical needs.

· To introduce students to the culture of the target language country/countries 

· To provide enjoyment and intellectual stimulation

· To foster positive attitudes to the learning of other languages and to their speakers and countries

· To provide students with a foundation for further study of the target language.

By the end of the course students will be able to communicate effectively both orally and in writing.  They will be able to understand and respond appropriately to the spoken language, to engage in conversation in order to deal with everyday situations, to understand written passages and extract information, to carry out writing tasks and to show an awareness of the culture of the target language.

Students will need a genuine interest in learning languages.  A successful student will need a high level of self-motivation and a commitment to private study and to take every opportunity to practice.  Regular conversation sessions will form part of the course and students should participate in study trips to the target language country run by the Academy.

Topics

Topics include:

· The Individual

· Education and the world of work

· Town and services

· Transport and tourism

· Leisure and Media

· Food and drink

· Environment

· Health and emergencies

Grammatical structures and vocabulary will be developed and reviewed using a wide range of resources.  Lessons will be conducted in the target language as much as possible.

Assessment

Oral
Internal Assessment




30%

This will include an individual oral (10 mins) and an interactive activity.

Written component        External Assessment


                70%


Paper 1
Text handling 1 hour 30 mins



40%

Paper 2
Writing tasks  1 hour 30 mins



30%

German Ab Initio SL – International Baccalaureate
Course Description

This course is a beginners’ level language course, designed around communicative principles.  Although the learning curve is steep, the rewards are great, and the course is suitable for students with no previous foreign language learning.  The purpose of the ab initio course is to enable students to reach real levels of fluency in narration, description and instruction.  In this context, the focus is on comprehension and fluency in everyday circumstances rather than on abstract grammar and vocabulary knowledge.  The realistic aim of this demanding course is to develop the reading competence to a comparatively higher level than the productive language skills.  To achieve this, students will be working with a range of materials from textbooks, newspapers, TV, radio and internet sources.

The ab initio course promotes internationalism, since it introduces students to aspects of the target language culture, history and contemporary issues, and so enables them to gain insights and sensitivity to Germany’s place in Europe.  Assessment takes place through two externally set and marked papers plus an internally assessed oral component consisting of two activities.  In the external papers, the skills of text handling and text production are tested, whereas the oral exam focuses on both individual presentation and interactive conversation competence.

Topics

The core syllabus for this course includes the following topics: The Individual, Education and Work, Transport, Shopping, Food and Drink, Leisure, The Environment and Emergencies.  Each topic is divided into subtopics which lend themselves for more manageable vocabulary acquisition.

Assessment

The ab initio course is assessed both externally and internally.  The two written papers are set externally and focus on the following skills: Paper 1 on Text Handling lasts an hour and thirty minutes and is based on text handling exercises based on four written texts (32% of total assessment), as well as a short written response of a minimum of 40 words to the fourth text (8% of total assessment).  Together, it amounts to 40% of the total exam.  Paper 2 tests writing skills, and contains a short writing task from a choice of two topics as well as an extended writing task from a choice of three topics.  This exam paper counts for 30% of the overall assessment.

The internal component of assessment consists of an interactive oral activity, as well as an individual short interview with the teacher.  Both components amount to 15% of the overall assessment, and are externally moderated by the IBO.  The oral and written tasks are marked according to three criteria: Language, Interaction, and Communication Skills.

Continued...

Resources

Logo textbooks 1,2,3,4 (Heinemann)

Logo workbooks 1,2,3,4 (Heinemann)

Logo flashcards KS 3 (Heinemann)

Logo pupil exercises and assessment tapes

Themen Neu 1 and 2, textbook, tapes and workbook (Max Hueber)

Mastering German Vocabulary.  A thematic Approach (Barron’s)

Continuously updated collection of newspaper and magazine cuttings, internet sites and authentic radio and TV recordings – compiled by the teacher

Vocabulary and grammar items lists – available from the IBO Language Specific Syllabi

Software:

Echo Elektro (Heinemann) Pupil Activity Package, small

Boardworks German KS 3 and German KS 4

Community resources/fieldtrips:

Goethe Institute, South Kensington, regular field trips to the cinema, exhibitions and the library.

German School, Richmond, lesson observation – to be arranged by teacher.

Group 3

Business & Management HL – 
International Baccalaureate

Course Description

The Business and Management course is the study of the ways in which individuals and groups interact in a dynamic business environment.  It examines how business decisions are made and how these decisions make an impact on internal and external environments.  International co-operation and responsible citizenship are considered throughout.  The content includes the business functions of marketing, human resource management and finance as well as technical innovation; and modules are integrated and linked to give a holistic overview.

The aims are to explore business issues from different cultural perspectives and to appreciate the pace, nature and significance of change.  Students will be taught to think critically and to develop the ability to make decisions about real life business situations.

Assessment consists of two written examination papers and a Research Project which must be based on a real life business organisation.

Topics

The course consists of six modules:

Business organization and environment

The nature of business activity and business functions

Types of organization in the public and private sector and business start-up.

Aims and objectives including mission statements, strategic and tactical objectives as well as corporate social responsibility.

Stakeholders and stakeholder conflict

External environment – opportunities and threats

Business plans, decision making tools and SWOT analysis

Growth and economies of scale

Globalization

Human resources

Workforce planning

Recruitment, appraisal, training, dismissal and redundancy

Changing employment practices

Organizational structure and communication

Leadership and management

Motivation theories and financial reward packages.  Non financial rewards

Organizational and corporate cultures

Employer and employee relations and

Crisis management and contingency planning.

Accounts and finance

Sources of finance, internal and external

Investment appraisal including payaback period, discounted cash flow and net present value

Working capital and cash flow forecasts

Budgeting and variance analysis

Final accounts and ratio analysis

Marketing

Role of marketing and marketing planning – marketing mix, market research, market segmentation and positioning.

Sales forecasting

Product brands

Price, promotion and place

International marketing and e commerce

Operations Management

Production methods, cell production and team work

Costs and revenues, cost and profit centres

Break-even analysis

Quality assurance

Innovation

Project management – critical path analysis

Business Strategy

This module gathers together and synthesizes ideas and concepts from the other topics in the course.  The ideas will be used to allow decisions to be made about the future direction of an organization.  Business theories will be applied to real life business situations.

Strategic analysis, strategic choice and strategic implementation.

Assessment

External assessment consists of two written examination papers:

Paper 1 (40%) is a 2¼ hour examination based on a case study issued to students a  few weeks before the exam.  The structured questions will assess students’ ability to apply business knowledge to a business situation.  The final section includes a compulsory question focusing on strategic decision-making.

Paper 2 (35%) is a 2¼ hour examination and consists of four structured questions based on stimulus material.

Internal assessment is a:

Research project (25%) which enables students to address an issue facing an organization or analyses a decision to be made by an organization.  Students choose their own topic and must produce a research proposal, an action plan as well as a written report (max 2000 words).

Business & Management SL – 

International Baccalaureate

Course Description

The Business and Management course is the study of the ways in which individuals and groups interact in a dynamic business environment.  It examines how business decisions are made and how these decisions make an impact on internal and external environments.  International co-operation and responsible citizenship are considered throughout.  The content includes the business functions of marketing, human resource management and finance as well as technical innovation; and modules are integrated and linked to give a holistic overview.

The aims are to explore business issues from different cultural perspectives and to appreciate the pace, nature and signification of change.  Students will be taught to think critically and to develop the ability to make decisions about real life business situations.

Assessment consists of two written examination papers and a written commentary which must be based on a real life business issue or problem.

Topics

The course consists of five modules:

Business organization and environment

The nature of business activity and business functions

Types of organization in the public and private sector and business start-up.

Aims and objectives including mission statements, strategic and tactical objectives as well as corporate social responsibility.

Stakeholders and stakeholder conflict

External environment – opportunities and threats

Business plans, decision making tools and SWOT analysis

Growth and economies of scale

Globalization

Human resources

Workforce planning

Recruitment, appraisal, training, dismissal and redundancy

Changing employment practices

Organizational structure and communication

Leadership and management

Motivation theories and financial reward packages.  Non financial rewards.

Accounts and finance

Sources of finance, internal and external

Investment appraisal including payaback period, discounted cash flow and net present value

Working capital and cash flow forecasts

Final accounts and ratio analysis

Marketing

Role of marketing and marketing planning – marketing mix, market research, market segmentation and positioning.

Sales forecasting

Product brands

Price, promotion and place

International marketing and e commerce

Operations Management

Production methods, cell production and team work

Costs and revenues, cost and profit centres.

Break-even analysis

Quality assurance

Assessment

External assessment consists of two written examination papers:

Paper 1 (35%) is a 1¼ hour examination based on a case study issued to students a few weeks before the exam.  The structured questions will assess students’ ability to apply business knowledge to a business situation.

Paper 2 (40%) is a 1¾ hour examination and consists of three structured questions based on stimulus material.

Internal assessment is based on a:

Written commentary (25%) which enables students to address a real issue or problem facing an organization.  It is based on three to five supporting documents (max 1500 words)

Resources

Books:

Clark, Paul et al  (2009) Business and Management course companion Oxford.

Hall, Dave et al (2004) Business Studies

Hoang Paul, Business and Management (2009) IBID press
DVDs
Dragon’s Den BBC

The Apprentice Channel 4

Risking it all Channel 4

Periodicals:

Business Review

Newspapers – Financial Times, Independent

Websites:

www.bized.ac
www.nationalstatistics.gov.uk
http://s-cool.co.uk

www.tutor2u.net/
Economics HL and SL – 
International Baccalaureate

Course Description

The principal aim of the economics programme is to provide students with the precise knowledge of the essential tools of economic reasoning, an in-depth understanding of contemporary global economic issues as well as encourage them to employ economic analysis to different contexts.

For most of our working lives, we are economic players on ‘planet earth’.  We play different roles at different times as consumers and or producers irrespective of the type of economy in which we find ourselves in, (industrialised, developing or less developed).  The economics course covers the basic concepts of economic theory such as scarcity, choice, opportunity cost and the alternative ways of distributing resources.  Microeconomics, including that of the firm and market structures.  Macroeconomic issues of growth, development, inflation, and unemployment and income distribution.  These concepts are studied at both standard and higher level.

In line with the overall orientation of the IB programme, the course will also comprise international trade theory and the economics of development.  This affords learners the chance to study the economics of globalisation, the problems of developing countries, the nature of economic development and growth and the role of international institutions.

Topics

Both the Standard Level and Higher Level papers consider similar topics.  Students should however note that there is greater depth and analysis at the Higher Level and must be aware of the dynamic nature of economics; meaning that there will be new areas to study.

Economics is the science which studies human behaviour as a relationship between ends and scarce means which have alternative uses.  It examines how limited resources can be used to best effect among the many competing wants.

There are 5 main discrete modules that would be studied:
· Resources and Markets:- terminology; ideas, themes and problems 
· Microeconomics: how markets work, demand and supply analysis, theory of the firm market failure, ideas and problems
· Macroeconomics: an examination of macroeconomic variables like inflation and unemployment, measuring national income, looking at how economies work, how different economies develop and the distribution of income
· International Economics (International Issues): understanding the reasons why countries trade, exchange rates, trade protectionism, globalisation, balance of payments
· Development Economics: economic growth and sustainable development, an analysis of developing economies, sources of, consequences of and barriers to growth, growth strategies.
P/S  you do not need to have any prior knowledge of economics.

Continued...
Assessment

	Higher Level

Paper 4: Portfolio = 20%
Students’ own case studies of economic events using analytical and evaluate techniques.  These will be from across the course and have an international flavour: Four commentaries on current economic issues each of 650 – 750 words.


	Paper 1: 1 hour         20%
1 extended response question from 4 based on all 5 areas of the syllabus



	Paper 2: 1 hour         20%
3 short answer questions from 6, based on all 5 areas of the syllabus



	Paper 3: 2 hours       40%
3 structured response questions from 5, based on all 5 areas of the syllabus



	Standard Level
Paper 3: Portfolio    25%

Student/candidates must produce a portfolio of four commentaries each of 650-750 words based on a news media extract that links economic theory to real-world situations.



	Paper 1: 1 hour        25%

1 extended response question from 4, based on all 5 areas of the syllabus



	Paper 2: 1 hour        50%

3 structured response questions from 5, based on all 5 areas of the syllabus




Resources
Candidates are widely expected to be well informed about current trends in the world economy.  The following is a brief reading guide; more will follow as the course unfolds:

1. Introduction to Positive Economics by: Richard Lipsey, David Forest, Wendy Olsen
2. Leading issues in Economic Development by Michael Todaro
3. Journals of economic Growth, Current issues
4. New Strategies for Structuring Society from Cashflow Paradigm by Shann Turnbull
5. Suitable websites, e.g. http://cog.kent.edu/lib/turnbull/turnbull.html
Bized website

Information Technology in a Global Society (ITGS) SL/HL – 

International Baccalaureate

The Diploma Programme information technology in a global society (ITGS) course is the study and evaluation of the impact of information technology (IT) on individuals and society.  It explores the advantages and disadvantages of the use of digitized information at the local and global level.  ITGS provides a framework for the student to make informed judgments and decisions about the use of IT within social contexts.

Although ITGS shares methods of critical investigation and analysis with other social sciences, it also considers ethical questions found in the study of philosophy.  Students come into contact with IT on a daily basis because it is so pervasive in the world in which we live.  This widespread use of IT inevitably raises important questions about social and ethical issues that shape our society today.  ITGS offers an opportunity for a systematic study of these issues, whose range is such that they fall outside the scope of any other single discipline.

The nature of the subject is defined by the use of fundamental ITGS terms.  For the purpose of the ITGS syllabus the following definitions apply:

· Information technology is the acquisition, processing, storage, manipulation and dissemination of digital information by computing or telecommunications or a combination of both.

· Social impact includes the economic, political, cultural, legal, environmental, ergonomic, health and psychological effects of IT on human life.

· Ethical considerations refer to the responsibility and accountability of those involved in the design, implementation and use of IT.

· An information system is a collection of people, information technologies, data methods and policies organised to accomplish specific functions and solve specific problems.

Assessment objectives for the ITGS course

Having followed the ITGS course students will be expected to:

1. understand and critically examine the global impact of IT developments 

2. demonstrate a knowledge and understanding of the social and ethical implications of IT systems and developments at the local, national and global level

3. analyse and evaluate the social and ethical implications of IT developments

4. express ideas clearly and coherently with supporting arguments and examples.

5. design and apply IT solutions to a problem set in a social context through a project.

6. analyse and evaluate relevant examples of the global impact of IT in a portfolio of individually researched studies
7. demonstrate an ability to synthesize and reflect on ideas.
8. demonstrate an ability to project  the global impact of IT developments research, analyse and evaluate relevant material and examples including “real-life” global or local interactions.
History HL and SL – 
International Baccalaureate
Course Description

The study of history allows students to examine trends and developments as well as continuity and change through the study of historical events which have shaped the past and continue to shape events in today’s world.  It has a wide focus examining political, social, economic and religious and cultural aspects of contemporary society.  Students will learn to interpret a series of historical events and arguments from any international perspective using conflicting historiography, primary and secondary source evaluation skills and personal experiences gained on trips.  Students will be expected to present well substantiated, coherent oral and written communications including two exams and an individual historical investigation.  The skills gained through the study of History prepare students for a multitude of different career paths ranging from law to the media.

Topics

Prescribed Topic: (1 hour) (Standard and Higher Level for Y12)
Paper 1: Peace Making, Peace Keeping: International Relations 1918-1935

· Wilson’s 14 Points

· Terms of the Paris Peace Treaties

· The Ruhr Crisis

· US Foreign Policy and Isolationism

· Economic Depression and threats to international peace

Paper 2: (1 ½ hours) (Standard and Higher Level for Year 12 and Year 13)

Topic 1: Causes, practices and Effects of War:

· World War One

· World War Two

· Russian Revolutions and Civil War

· Chinese Civil War

· The Spanish Civil War

Topic 2: Origins and Development of Authoritarian and Single Party States:

· China-Mao Zedong

· USSR – Vladimir Lenin and Josef Stalin

· Germany – Adolf Hitler

· Italy – Benito Mussolini

Topic 3: The Cold War from 1949-1960

· The development of the Cold War 1945-1953

· Differing Ideologies of the Cold War

· An examination of the thaw in the Cold War after 1953

Internal Assessment:  You will undertake an historical investigation on a chosen theme.  This is a piece of work researched and written by you (2000 words).  It can be on any historical topic agreed between you and your tutor.  The idea is to give you experience of real historical research.
Higher Level

If you pursue the History IB higher Level the course requirements are the same as for the Standard Level given about but you will also study an additional unit called the Regional Option.  You will focus on Europe and the Middle East examining following themes:

Paper 3: (2 ½ hours) Aspects of History in Europe and the Middle East (Year 12 and 13)

· Unification and consolidation of Germany and Italy 1815-1890

· Imperial decline 1853-1920 in Tsarist Russia and Austria Hungary

· European diplomacy and World War One

The themes offered on the Middle East are still to be confirmed by the International Baccalaureate Organisation.

Assessment

Standard Level
Exam components – 75% of marks

· Paper 1 – 30%

· Paper 2 – 45%

· Historical Investigation – 25%

Higher Level

Exam components – 80% of marks

· Paper 1 – 20%

· Paper 2 – 25%

· Paper 3 – 35%

· Historical investigation – 20%

Resources

P. Kennedy: Rise and Fall of the Great Powers

CNN: The Cold War
G. Orwell: Animal Farm
Alan Bullock: Hitler and Stalin – Parallel Lives
Gore Vidal: The Golden Age
Visits to examine primary sources:

Centre for Jewish Studies – University of Sussex

Imperial War Museum Duxford – Department of Documents

German Historical Institute

British Library

Imperial War Museum

Psychology HL and SL – 
International Baccalaureate

 Course Description
To discover the nature of psychology

Study the work of influential thinkers and scientists from around the world

Understand human behaviour

Practise scientific rigour through experiments
Topics 

1st year:1st year: Core
Introduction to research

Socio-Cultural level of Analysis

Cognitive level of Analysis

Biological level of Analysis

2nd year: Options

Abnormal Psychology

Developmental Psychology

Assessment

October Year 2:                                Internal Assessment 1st draft

December Year 2:                               Internal Assessment Final Draft

January Year 2:                                 Mock exams

February Year 2:                               Internal Assessment Final Copy

Resources
· IB diploma programme: Psychology course companion- John Crane

· Forty studies that changed psychology- Roger Hock

· Glassman’s approaches to psychology

· Perspectives in psychology: Wade and Travis

· Psychology: Science of the mind: Gross

· Psychology: IBID

· Taking sides: controversial issues in psychology: Glencoe

· Advance psychology through diagrams: Grahame Hill
· Understanding psychological studies: Palgrade

· Psychology for International students: M. Eysenck

· Cognitive psychology: a student’s handbook: M. Eysenck

· Introduction to psychology: David Myers

· Exercises for AS level: Graham Hill

· Abnormal Psychology with Cases: Gerlad C Davison, John M Neale, and Ann Kring

· Case Studies in Abnormal Psychology 
· Case Studies in Abnormal Psychology: Oltmans, Neale and Davis

Mathematics SL – 
International Baccalaureate

Course Description

This course is designed for students who anticipate a need for a sound mathematical background in preparation for their future studies. The nature of the subject is such that the programme focuses on introducing important mathematical concepts through the development of mathematical techniques. The intention is to introduce students to these concepts in a comprehensible and coherent way rather than insisting on mathematical rigour.

The mathematical modelling and investigation portfolio tasks are meant to allow students to work without the time constraints of a written examination with emphasis on developing the skills they need to communicate mathematical ideas.

Topics

The course consists of the study of seven compulsory topics.

Part 1: Core:

· Algebra
· Functions and Equations
· Circular Functions and Trigonometry

· Matrices

· Vectors Geometry

· Statistics and Probability

· Calculus
Portfolio: In addition students will be required to prepare two assignments based on different areas of the syllabus, representing the following activities:

· Mathematical investigation

· Mathematical modelling

Assessment
	External Assessment
	Marks

	Paper 1 – 1 hour 30 min

An examination paper consisting of 15 compulsory short-response questions based on the whole syllabus
	40%

	Paper 2 – 1 h 30 min

An examination paper consisting of 5 compulsory extended – response questions based on the whole syllabus
	40%

	
	

	Internal Assessment (Portfolio)
	

	Mathematical Investigation

A formal investigation which will involve developing a strategy for the solution of a problem and include the formulation and testing of a general statement.
	10%

	Mathematical Modelling

A modelling exercise requiring the solution of a problem using an experimental approach. The assessment will concentrate on the appropriateness of the model selected in relation to the given situation and the interpretation of the solution within the given context.
	10%

	Non-IB Monitoring: Grading
Based on a mixture of class work, home work, class quizzes, end of Unit tests, student work and internal examinations.
	Grade


Resources

Textbooks
Sadler, A.J. and Thorning. D.W.S (1995) Understanding Pure Maths, Oxford University Press.
Perkins, M and Perkins, P (1998) Advanced Mathematics: A Pure Course, Collins Educational, Harper Collins Publishers. (to be ordered)

Stewart, J. (2004) Calculus, 5th edition (supported by www.hotmath.com), Brooks, Cole 
Crashaw, J and Chambers, J(2001) A Concise Course in  A level Statistics with Worked examples, 4th edition, Nelson Thornes. 
Morgan, L (1997) Statistics Handbook for the T1-83, Texas Instruments Inc. 
McGill, F, McLennan, S, Migliorini (2000) Complete Advanced Level Mathematics: Statistics, 3rd edition, Stanley Thornes 
Bostock, L., Chandler, S. and Rourke, C. (1993) Further Pure Mathematics, Nelson Thornes (Reference copies available)

Software:
Graphic Display Calculator (GDC): to be ordered

Texas Instrument Calculators T1-83:

School - installed on the network

Interactive Whiteboards

Geometer’s Sketchpad (accessible through www.dp-help.com)

Hardware recommendation: PC plus LCD Projector

Maths Studies SL – 
International Baccalaureate
Course Description
This course is designed for students with varied background and abilities. The aim of the course is to build confidence and encourage appreciation of mathematics in students who do not anticipate a need for mathematics in their future studies. Students on this course need to be equipped with the fundamental skills and knowledge of basis processes.
The course includes the project: a piece of written work based on personal research, guided and supervised by the teacher. It provides an opportunity for the students to undertake an investigation of a mathematical nature in the context of another subject in the curriculum, a hobby or interest of his or her choice or her choice using skills learned before and during the mathematical studies course.

Students are expected to have GCSE (or equivalent) grade ‘B’ or above at Higher Level.

Topics

The course consists of the study of eight compulsory topics.

· Introduction to the graphic display calculator

· Number and algebra

· Sets, logic and probability

· Functions

· Geometry and trigonometry

· Statistics

· Introductory differential Calculus

· Financial Mathematics

Project:

The project is an individual piece of work involving either the collection of information or the generation of measurements and the analysis and evaluation of the information or measurements.

Assessment

	External Assessment
	Marks

	Paper 1 – 1 hr 30 min

An examination paper consisting of 15 compulsory short-response questions based on the whole syllabus
	40%

	Paper 2- 1 hr 30 min
An examination paper consisting of 5 compulsory extended – response questions based on the whole syllabus
	40%

	
	

	Internal Assessment (project)
	20%


Continued...

Resources
Textbooks
Sadler, A.J. and Thorning. D.W.S (1995) Understanding Pure Maths, Oxford University Press.
Perkins, M and Perkins, P (1998) Advanced Mathematics: A Pure Course, Collins Educational, Harper Collins Publishers. (to be ordered)
Stewart, J. (2004) Calculus, 5th edition (supported by www.hotmath.com), Brooks, Cole (to be ordered)

Crashaw, J and Chambers, J(2001) A Concise Course in  A level Statistics with Worked examples, 4th edition, Nelson Thornes. 

Morgan, L (1997) Statistics Handbook for the T1-83, Texas Instruments Inc. (order)

McGill, F, McLennan, S, Migliorini (2000) Complete Advanced Level Mathematics: Statistics, 3rd edition, Stanley Thornes 

Bostock, L, Chandler, S. and Rourke, C. (1993) Further Pure Mathematics, Nelson Thornes  (Reference copies available)

Financial Mathematics: on line resources and readily available financial data

Software:
Graphic Display Calculator (GDC)
Texas Instrument Calculators T1-83:

School - installed on the network

Interactive Whiteboards

Geometer’s Sketchpad (accessible through www.dp-help.com)

Hardware recommendation: PC plus LCD Projector

Environmental Systems SL – 
International Baccalaureate

Course Description

The Environmental Systems diploma course is taught only at standard level (SL). Environmental Systems is a holistic and international discipline. This subject examines the structure and functioning of natural systems and the impact of human activities on the environment both at a local and a global level. By the end of this course, successful students will be able to demonstrate the ability to think critically, use scientific data and develop experimental and investigative skills. Students learn to work effectively with others, analyse the ethical, social, political and economic considerations influencing environmental policy and express an understanding of the global environment.
Topics

The course consists of the study of seven compulsory topics.

Topic 1: Systems and models

Topic 2: The ecosystem

Topic 3: Human population, carrying capacity and resource use

Topic 4: Conservation and biodiversity

Topic 5: Pollution management

Topic 6: The issue of global warming

Topic 7: Environmental value systems

Assessment 

	External Assessment (written papers, 3 hours, 80%)
	Weighting

	Paper 1 – 1 hr 
Short-answer and data-based questions.  

45 marks


	30%

	Paper 2- 2 hours
Section A:  case study

Section B: two structured essay questions (from a choice of four)

65 marks


	50%

	
	

	Internal Assessment (30 hours)
	

	Practical work with some activities selected and marked against the internal assessment criteria.

42 marks
	20%




Internal Assessment

Hands-on practical investigations are the single most important aspect of this course and need to be both field and laboratory-based. Investigations are assessed using five criteria. These are: Planning, Data Collection and Processing, Discussion, Evaluation and Conclusion, Manipulative Skills, Personal Skills. Participation in the Group 4 project is not compulsory but the academy may choose whether or not to include the project report in a candidate’s overall internal practical assessment.
Biology, Chemistry, Physics SL/HL –
International Baccalaureate

Course Description

FOCUS – Science in the IB Diploma programme places a great emphasis on practical work and students must complete a minimum of 60 experimental hours for HL courses and 40 hours for SL courses. A unique and exciting feature of the practical curriculum is the Group 4 project, which aims to demonstrate the interconnectedness of science with the rest of the world.

PURPOSE – Studying Biology provides career opportunities in medicine, nursing, vetinary science, agriculture, food technology, horticulture, conservation and the environment. Chemistry is essential for medicine, vetinary science, dentistry and pharmacy. It is also useful in engineering, food technology, microbiology and public health services. Chemistry‘s balance of mathematics and problem solving is also highly valued for courses such as law and accountancy. Physics promotes challenging ideas, problem-solving and working systematically and methodically, leading to careers and university courses in physics, engineering, astronomy, electronics, medicine, medical sciences, aeronautics, the armed forces, teaching, architecture, earth sciences, communications, energy, music and applied mathematics.

AIMS and OBJECTIVES:
1. Provide opportunities for scientific study and creativity within a global context that will stimulate and challenge students
2. Provide a body of knowledge, methods and techniques that characterise science and technology

3. Enable students to apply and use a body of knowledge, methods and techniques that characterise science and technology
4. Develop an ability to analyse, evaluate and synthesize scientific information
5. Engender an awareness of the need for, and the value of, effective collaboration and communication during scientific activities.

6. Develop experimental and investigative scientific skills

7. Develop and apply the students’ information and communication technology skills in the study of science

8. Raise awareness of the moral, ethical, social, economic, and environmental implications of using science and technology

9. Develop an appreciation of the possibilities and limitations associated with science and scientists

10. Encourage an understanding of the relationships between scientific disciplines and the overarching nature of the scientific method

PROCESS AND ASSESSMENT:

Biology, Chemistry and Physics can be studies at SL or HL. All students study the Subject Specific Core (SSC), 2 option choices plus coursework- this represents 150 teaching hours over 2 years. HL students study the Additional Higher Level (AHL) programme, representing 240 teaching hours over 2 years.  76% of the marks are based on the written examinations and 24% on practical assessment. Practical work is moderated internally, and sampled by the IB.

Topics
The syllabus for the course is divided into three parts: the SSC, the AHL material and the options. A syllabus overview is provided below, with the numbers representing teaching hours. Students at SL are required to study two options. The duration of each option is 15 hours.  Students at HL are also required to study two options. The duration of each option is 22 hours. 

BIOLOGY

Core 80

Topic 1: Statistical analysis 2

Topic 2: Cells 12

Topic 3: The chemistry of life 15

Topic 4: Genetics 15

Topic 5: Ecology and evolution 16

Topic 6: Human health and physiology 20

AHL 55:

Topic 7: Nucleic acids and proteins 11

Topic 8: Cell respiration and photosynthesis 10

Topic 9: Plant science 11

Topic 10: Genetics 6

Topic 11: Human health and physiology 17

Options SL and HL

Option D: Evolution 15/22

Option E: Neurobiology and behaviour 15/22

Option F: Microbes and biotechnology 15/22

Option G: Ecology and conservation 15/22 

CHEMISTRY
Core 80

Topic 1: Quantitative chemistry 12.5

Topic 2: Atomic structure 4

Topic 3: Periodicity 6

Topic 4: Bonding 12.5

Topic 5: Energetic 8

Topic 6: Kinetics 5

Topic 7: Equilibrium 5

Topic 8: Acids and bases 6

Topic 9: Oxidation and reduction 7

Topic 10: Organic Chemistry 12

Topic 11: Measurement and data processing 2

AHL 55
Topic 12: Atomic Structure 3

Topic 13: Periodicity 4

Topic 14: Bonding 5

Topic 15: Energetics 8

Topic 16: Kinetics 6

Topic 17: Equilibrium 4

Topic 18: Acids and bases 10

Topic 19: Oxidation and reduction 5

Topic 20: Organic Chemistry 10

Options SL and HL

Option A: Modern analytical chemistry 15/22

Option B: Human biochemistry 15/22

Option C: Chemistry in industry and technology 15/22

Option D: Medicines and drugs 15/22

Option E: Environmental Chemistry 15/22

Option F: Food Chemistry 15/22

Option G: Further organic chemistry 15/22

PHYSICS
Core 80

Topic 1: Physics and physical measurement 5

Topic 2: Mechanics 17

Topic 3: Thermal physics 7

Topic 4: Oscillations and waves 10 

Topic 5: Electric currents 7

Topic 6: Fields and forces 7

Topic 7: Atomic and nuclear physics 9

Topic 8: Energy, power and climate change 18

AHL 55
Topic 9: Motion in fields 8

Topic 10: Thermal physics 6

Topic 11: Wave phenomena 12

Topic 12: Electromagnetic induction 6

Topic 13: Quantum physics and nuclear physics 15

Topic 14: Digital technology 8

Options SL and HL
Option E: Astrophysics 15/22

Option F: Communications 15/22

Option g: Electromagnetic waves 15/22

Assessment 
SL External assessment specifications 
                                                                 First examination 2009

	Component
	Overall  weighting

          (%)
	Approximate weighting of objectives

(%)

1+2                           3
	Duration

(Hours)
	Format and syllabus coverage

	Paper 1
	20
	20
	3/4
	30 multiple-choice questions on the core

	Paper 2
	32
	16                            16
	1 ¼
	Section A: One data-based question and several short- answer questions on the core (all compulsory)

Section B: one extended-response question on the core  (from a choice of three)

	Paper 3
	24
	12                          12
	1
	Several short answer question on each of the two options  studied (all  compulsory)


HL external assessment specifications

                                                            First examination 2009

	Component
	Overall weighting

(%)
	Approximate weightings of objectives

(%)

1+2                                   3
	Duration

(hours)
	Format and syllabus coverage

	Paper 1
	20
	20
	1
	40  multiple-choice questions (± 15 common to SL plus about five more on the core and about 20 more on the AHL)

	Paper 2: 
	36
	18                                   18
	2 ¼ 
	Section A: one data-based question and several short-answer  questions on the core and the AHL (all compulsory)

Section B: two extended-response questions on the core and AHL (from a choice of four)

	Paper 3 
	20
	10                                  10
	1 ¼ 
	Several short-answer questions and one extended-response question in each of the two options studied (all compulsory)


The internal assessment (IA), worth 24% of the final assessment consists of an interdisciplinary project, and a mixture of short- and long –term investigations (such as practical and subject-specific projects).

Student work is internally assessed by the teacher and externally moderated by the IBO. The performance in IA at both SL and HL is marked against assessment criteria, with each criterion having a maximum mark of 6.

Practical scheme of work 
The practical scheme of work (PSOW) is the practical course planned by the teacher and acts as a summary of all the investigative activities carried out by a student. Students at SL and HL in the same subject may carry out some of the same investigations.

Syllabus coverage 
The range of investigations carried out should reflect the breadth and depth of the subject syllabus at each level, but it is not necessary to carry out an investigation for every syllabus topic. However, all students must participate in the group 4 project and the IA activities should ideally include a spread of content material from the core options and, where relevant, AHL material. A minimum number of investigations to be carried out is not specified. 

Choosing investigations 
Teachers are free to formulate their own practical schemes of work by choosing investigations according to the requirements outlined. Their choices should be based on:

·        Subjects, levels and options taught

·        The needs of their students

·        Available resources

·        Teaching styles.

Each scheme must include some complex investigations that make greater conceptual demands on students. A scheme made up entirely of simple experiments, such as ticking boxes or exercises involving filling in tables, will not provide an adequate range of experience for students. 
Teachers are encouraged to use the outline curriculum centre (OCC) to share ideas about possible investigations by joining in the discussion forums and adding resources in the subject home pages.

Note: Any investigation or part investigation that is to be used to assess students should be specifically designed to match the relevant assessment criteria.

Flexibility

The IA model is flexible enough to allow a wide variety of investigations to be carried out. These could include:

·        Short laboratory practicals over one or two lessons and long-term practicals or projects extending    
       over several weeks.

·        Computer simulations

·        Data gathering exercises such as questionnaires, user trials and surveys

·        Data- analysis exercises

·       General laboratory work and fieldwork

The group 4 project 
The group 4 project is an interdisciplinary activity in which all Diploma Programme science students must participate. The intention is that students from the different group 4 subjects analyse a common topic or problem. The exercise should be a collaborative experience where the emphasis is on the processes involved in scientific investigations rather than the products of such investigation. 

In most cases all students in a school would be involved in the investigation of the same topic. Where there are large numbers of students, it is possible to divide them into several smaller groups containing representatives from each of the science subjects. Each group may investigate the same topic or different topics – that is there may be several different group 4 projects in the same school. 

Practical work documentation 
Details of an individual student’s practical scheme of work are recorded on form 4/PSOW provided in section 4 of the Vade Mecum.  Electronic versions may be used as long as they include all necessary information.  In addition, the laboratory work corresponding to the best two marks achieved by each student when assessed using the internal assessment criteria (design, data collection and processing, and conclusion and evaluation) and the instructions given by the teacher for the laboratory work must be retained for possible inclusion in the sample work sent to an internal assessment moderator.
Time allocation for practical work
The recommended teaching times for all Diploma Programme courses are 150 hours at SL and 240 hours at HL.  Students  at SL are required to spend 40 hours, and students at HL 60 hours, on practical activities (excluding time spent writing up work). These times include 10 hours for the group 4 project. Only 2- 3 hours of investigative work can be carried out after the deadline for submitting work to the moderator and still be counted in the total number of hours for the practical schemes of work. Only some of the 40/60 hours of practical work need to be allocated to the practical work that is assessed using the IA criteria. 
Film – International Baccalaureate
Course Description:

Film is both a powerful communication medium and an art form. The Diploma Programme film course aims to develop students’ skills so that they become adept in both interpreting and making film texts.

Through the study and analysis of film texts and exercises in film-making, the Diploma Programme film course explores film history, theory and socio-economic background. The course develops students’ critical abilities, enabling them to appreciate the multiplicity of cultural and historical perspectives in film. To achieve an international understanding within the world of film, students are taught to consider film texts, theories and ideas from the points of view of different individuals, nations and cultures.

The IB film course emphasizes the importance of working individually and as a member of a group. Students are encouraged to develop the professional and technical skills (including organizational skills) needed to express themselves creatively in film.
Prior knowledge:

The IB film course recognizes that all students come to the course with previously acquired knowledge and experience in a wide range of areas. Indeed, the integration of this “personal backpack” into the two-year learning journey is a fundamental element considered in the construction of an IB film course.

However, access to the course does not depend upon prior learning in film. Since the course is designed to enable a student personally to experience film, growth in the discipline is reflected in how that student develops, extends and refines the knowledge, skills and attitudes necessary for the pursuance of the art form. This individual perspective is reflected in the criterion-based approach to assessment that allows students to calibrate their own personal development over the two years.

Students’ individual ability to be creative, imaginative and to communicate in film form is challenged and extended through the theoretical and practical content of the course.
Course Contents:

Part 1: Textual analysis

The detailed study of film sequences.

Part 2: Film theory and history

The study of films and film-making traditions from more than one country.

Part 3: Creative process—techniques and organization of production

The development of creative, analytical and production skills within film-making.
Assessment:    ( Standard/Higher Level)   
External assessment  50%    

· Independent study  25%        Rationale, script and list of sources for a short documentary on an aspect of film theory  and/or film history, based on a study of a minimum of two  films. The chosen films must originate from more than one country. 
· Presentation 25%     An oral presentation of a critical analysis of an extract from a prescribed film. 
Internal assessment  50%    This component is internally assessed by the teacher and externally moderated by the IBO at the end of the course.       

· Production portfolio 50%      

One completed film project, with accompanying written documentation. 

While the film project may be undertaken as a group project, all accompanying documentation must be individually produced.

Resources:  

A range of films of prescribed and recommended films will be available at the start of the course; as will useful books from the Media department.

Theory of Knowledge-International Baccalaureate

Course description

TOK is a compulsory component of the Diploma and is at the centre of the educational philosophy of the IB. It invites the candidates and their teachers to critically reflect on both the ways of knowing and the areas of knowledge and through that to examine the role that the knowledge plays in the global society. 

Perhaps the most intriguing component of the course is the fact that it is composed almost entirely of questions the most central of which are:  ‘What do I know?’ and ‘How do I know, or how do we know that a given assertion is true?’ Together with all the other probing questions, this course will aim to critically examine candidates’ knowledge and its implication and thus allow them to reflect and draw connections between the ways of knowing and the areas of knowledge. 

Topics

The candidates will focus on different Ways of Knowing (Perception, Emotion, Language and Reason) and their relevance to the different Areas of Knowledge (Human Sciences, natural Sciences, Mathematics, History, The Arts and Ethics.)

Assessment

The candidates will be assessed both internally and externally. While there is no examination, each candidate will be expected to submit an externally assessed essay (1200-1600 words) on a title from a list of 10 titles prescribed by the IBO worth 40 points. The other 20 points will be awarded to an internally assessed 10 minutes presentation and self-evaluation report. 

Grade boundaries for TOK:

	
	Essay
	Presentation
	Total
	IB points

	
	40
	20
	60
	

	A
	30
	19
	48
	1.5

	B
	23
	16
	38
	1.2

	C
	17
	13
	29
	0.9

	D
	11
	9
	19
	0.6

	E
	0
	0
	0
	0.3


www.occ.org   ‘Subject Report’

A maximum of 3 other points can be awarded for candidate’s combined performance in theory of Knowledge and Extended Essay.

Resources

The nature of the course requires the teacher to use a variety of resources ranging from recommended textbooks to journals, magazines, newspapers, and even television programmes and films. Some of the more prominent titles that will be used are: 

Alchin, N. (2003) The Theory of Knowledge, John Murray

Alchin, N. (2003) The Theory of Knowledge Teacher’s Book, John Murray

Dombrowski, E.; Rotenberg, L.; Bick, M. (2007) Theory of Knowledge Course Companion, Oxford

Stuart, T. (2000) Regarding the World: A Primer of ToK, Tony Stewart 

Tomkinson, J.I. (1996) The Enterprise of Knowledge, Leader Books

Van de Lagemaat, R. (2005) Theory of Knowledge for the IB Diploma, Cambridge

Woolman, M. (2000) Ways of Knowing: An Introduction to Theory of Knowledge, IBID Press Victoria 
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